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Soi l  samples from the  I n i t i a l  Jomon ~ a k & o  B. S i t e ,  House 1, Grid 3 

were submitted t o  me f o r  t he  purpose of recovery and ana lys i s  of p lant  

remains and o the r  small archaeological items. The samples were col lec ted  

i n  1975 and s tored  i n  small p l a s t i c  bags. The s o i l ,  representing a port ion 

Of each l eve l  within House 1 was f l o t a t e d  on the  Hokkaido University campus 

using a modif icat ion of t he  "garbage- can" technique (Watson 1976). A 

p l a s t i c  garbage-can served as the  outer  f l o t a t i o n  conta iner ,  while a  metal 

bucket f i t t e d  with a 1.2m. window screen i n  t h e  bottom served a s  the in- 

t e r i o r  container .  The metal bucket was f i t t e d  with four brackets  around the  

rim, 90 degrees apa r t .  The brackets  supported t h e  bucket within the  garbage 

can, thus allowing one person t o  car ry  out  the f l o t a t i o n  process. Two people, 

however, made t h e  job very simple. Individual  samples from each l eve l  were 

combined in  order  t o  increase the  e f f i c i ency  of t he  f l o t a t i o n  process. A 

standard sample s i z e  of 14 bags (about 30 l i t r e s )  was a r b i t r a r i l y  "chosen. 

The remaining s o i l  from each l eve l  was re ta ined  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  potent ia l  

cross-checking of data.  So i l  was slowly poured i n t o  the  hands of an a s s i s t a n t  

which were held j u s t  above the water sur face .  This broke the f a l l  of the 

s o i l ,  allowing it t o  become more slowly immersed in  the  water and therefore  

not pass immediately through the screened bucket bottom. The suspended l i g h t  

f r a c t i o n  was scooped ou t  of the water using a 0.6m. mesh hand screen. 



Analysis of both heavy and l i g h t  f r ac t ions  followed the method described 

by Yarnell (1974). 

The f l o t a t i o n  sample data a r e  sumnarized i n  Table 1. Both heavy 

and l i g h t  f r a c t i o n  da ta  a r e  included. A t o t a l  of about 672 grams of 

quan t i f i ab l e  remains have s o  f a r  been analyzed. Approximately 1 2 %  (81 gm.) 

of t h i s  t o t a l  i s  carbonized p lant  remains. The remainder cons i s t s  of pottery 

sherds,  s tone  f l akes ,  and small bone. No s i g n i f i c a n t  t rends a r e  noted in  the 

sample component quan t i t i e s  from lower t o  upper l eve l s ;  t h e  q u a n t i t i e s  a r e  

q u i t e  va r i ab le .  

The carbonized p l an t  remains a r e  comprised of wood charcoal ,  

n u t s h e l l  (Juqlans a i l a n t h i f o l i a  Carr.1, (Phellodendcon amurense Rupr.) 

f r u i t s  and seeds,  and a seed of niwatoko (Sambucus s p . ) .  A t o t a l  of 36 seeds 

were recovered, 7 of which a r e  e i t h e r  unknown o r  un iden t i f i ab l e .  Almost 80%, 

by weight, of the p lant  remains is wood charcoal.  The remainder i s  nut 

remains, -and small seeds. The f i v e  l e v e l s  contained r e l a t i v e l y  s imi lar  

proport ions of p l an t  remains components, although t h e  dens i ty  of p l an t  remains 

per  l e v e l  is var iab le .  

The q u a n t i t i e s  of nutshe l l  and f r u i t s  and seeds are  i n  

marked con t r a s t  t o  those reported from the  Early JEmon Hamanasuno S i t e ,  

loca ted  about 30h. t o  the nor theas t  of Nakano B (Crawford and Hurley in  

p r e s s ) .  While such p lant  foods a s  nuts  and b e r r i e s  were probably 

not e spec ia l ly  important t o  t he  Hamanasuno occupants, t h e  opposi te  appears 

t o  be t r u e  fo r  t he  Nakano B peoples.  lota at ion of s o i l s  from Hamanasuno in 

1976, u t i l i z i n g  the  s k e  methods a s  t h a t  applied t o  the Nakano B s o i l s  seems 

t o  confirm t h i s  con t r a s t .  The lack of other  small seeds a t  Nakano B such a s  

those  reported from Hamanasuno ( Ib id . )  may be e i t h e r  a funct ion of recovery 

methods, t h e  I n i t i a l  Joroon subsistence ecology, o r  both. Further t e s t i n g  w i l l  

be necessary t o  a sce r t a in  the  va r i ab le s  involved. 



Table  1 

F l o t a t i o n  Samples from t h e  Nakano B S i t e :  Sample Components as a Pe rcen tage  
of T o t a l  Sample Weight and Carbonized P l a n t  Remains as a Percen tage  

of  T o t a l  Weight o f  Carbonized P l a n t  Remains ( seeds  a r e  r ecorded  a s  raw c o u n t s )  

Sample Components Carbonized P l a n t  Remains 
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I 1 4  40.48 21.49 55.39 - 23.12 9.36 85.26 - 14.74 1 1 

11 14 341.69 65.50 29.98 - 4.43 15.13 79.84 - 19.49 0.66 8 3 11 

lower  
I1 14 36.15 1 .41 0.55 98.04 35.44 75.79 - 24.21 - (? )  1 1 2 

I11 1 4  236.98 47.05 44.83 8.12 19.24 82.48 - 16.68 0.83 1 8  1 3 22 

I I I b  2.5 16.39 83.77 6.59 - 9.64 1 .58 100.00 - 
T o t a l  66.5 671.69 53 .3834 .60  - 12.02 80.75 79.72 - 19.96 0 . 3 2 2 8  1 7 36 
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